English Language Arts B10 – Distance Education
GENERAL INFORMATION
i. ELA B10 – 2017/2018
ii. Instructor – Rene Cannon
iii. Contact Information
a. Email – rene.cannon@horizonsd.ca
b. Text – (306) 320-7831
COURSE DESCRIPTION
i.

The ELA B10 program is designed for students to extend their language skills and strategies and
become competent and confident users of all six language arts strands through many opportunities
to view, listen, read, represent, speak, and write in meaningful contexts. Students will work to
develop these skills through two units of study. Unit One, Equity and Ethics, will explore, define, and
explain the “big ideas” relating to: Who and What is Right?; Empowerment; Degrees of
Responsibility; Rights and Responsibilities; Justice and Fairness. Unit Two, Perspectives; Diversity
of Being; The Natural and the Constructed Worlds; Individuals and Communities; Stewardship
(*adapted from the ELA B10 Saskatchewan Curriculum)

ii.

Prerequisite – ELA 9

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
Learning Outcomes from the ELA B10 Curriculum include:
Comprehend and Respond (CR)
CR B10.1 - Comprehend and respond to a variety of visual, oral, print, and multimedia texts that address:
 identity (e.g., Diversity of Being);
 social responsibility (e.g., Degrees of Responsibility); and
 social action (agency) (e.g., Justice and Fairness).
CR B10.2 - View, interpret, and report on ideas and information from more than one source to develop and
support positions on various topics related to the course including identity, social responsibility, and
personal agency.
CR B10.3 - Listen to, comprehend, interpret, and summarize information and ideas presented in a variety of
literary and informational texts including group discussion, oral readings, interviews, prepared talks, and a
talk-back show about a topic or issue being studied.
CR B10.4 - Read, interpret, and summarize a wide variety of classical and contemporary literary (including
drama, biography, autobiography, poetry, short stories, novels) and informational (including letters, diaries,
memoranda, electronic communications) texts.
Compose and Create (CC)
CC B10.1 - Create a range of visual, multimedia, oral, and written texts to explore:
 identity (e.g., Diversity of Being);
 social responsibility (e.g., Degrees of Responsibility); and
 social action (agency) (e.g., Justice and Fairness).
CC B10.2 - Create and present a visual or multimedia presentation supporting a prepared talk on a
researched issue, using either digital or other presentation tools.
CC B10.3 - Use oral language to express a range of information and ideas in formal (including a prepared
talk on a researched issue, an interview, an oral reading of prose or poetry, and an explanation and defence
of a personal point of view) and informal (including discussion and group work) situations.
CC B10.4 - Create a variety of written informational (including a business letter, biographical profile,
problem-solution essay) and literary (including fictionalized journal entries and a short script)
communications.

Assess and Reflect (AR)
AR B10.1 - Establish and apply criteria to evaluate own and others’ work.
AR B10.2 - Set personal language learning goals and select strategies to enhance growth in language
learning.
TEACHING STRATEGIES
i. ELA B10 will be a digital, project-based course delivered through Moodle. While you will be able to
work on this course at whatever time suits you, there will be a suggested set of deadlines in order to
help you succeed in completing the course within the given semester. Projects may include, but will
not be limited to:
a. Writing portfolios
b. Multimedia presentations
c. Recorded audio presentations
d. Formal Essays
e. Poetry presentations/writing
f.

Threaded discussions with other members of the course

ii. Sample deadlines
a. Semester One
i. September 5 - November 10: Unit One: Equity and Ethics
ii. November 14 - January 19: Unit Two: Perspectives; Diversity of Being
b. Semester Two
i. February 1 - April 6: Unit One: Equity and Ethics
ii. April 9 - June 15: Unit Two: Perspectives; Diversity of Being
iii. Final exams will be given through a supervising teacher on a date that will be pre-arranged according
to the student’s exam schedule. In the event that a student is not registered within a school or does
not have a supervising teacher, special arrangements will be made.
iv. Unit One – Starting Out: Equity and Ethics Sample Questions/Understandings:
a. Life presents us with many problems and doing the right thing is not always easy or obvious.
b. We are empowered when we (and our ideas) are appreciated, when our wants and needs
are listened to and addressed, when we clarify our goals and values, and when we take
action to achieve our goals.
c. Expected to exercise rights and to address equity, we must consider our responsibilities to
ourselves and to others. It is in this consideration that our ethics are sometimes questioned,
and we must decide what is right, what is just, and what is fair.
d. Justice and equality have been and continue to be part of life, and we dedicate ourselves to
their achievement.
v.

Unit Two – Perspectives; Diversity of Being Sample Questions/Understandings:
a. We are all part of a larger world community. As such, we need to reflect on the elements
within our world – self, family, and community as well as the natural and constructed worlds,
and our influence on these and on future generations.
b. By exploring various perspectives and our relationships with nature and constructed
environments, we can examine our roles (worshipper, exploiter, master, steward, student,
etc.).
c. Through deeper understanding of ourselves, our constructed worlds, and nature, we can
become agents of change who build a better world for today and for tomorrow.

COURSE MATERIALS
i. List the required textbook(s): To be listed on Moodle at a later date.
ii. Additional readings will be provided by the instructor through Moodle (either in print or audio version)
iii. Any projects requiring multimedia presentations or tools can be created using whatever
software/equipment is available at your home or school. The instructor and students will work
together to ensure that all assignments can be completed using what is available.
EVALUATION:
Learning outcomes for ELA B10 are divided into three main areas and will be assessed in the following way
throughout the course:
Comprehend & Respond - 35%


Activities related to literature studied--including reflective journals, an extensive novel study, and
before/during/after reading/listening/viewing activities.

Compose & Create - 35%


There are numerous curriculum requirements for this course focusing on creating through writing,
speaking and representing. These include: a personal essay, a dramatic reading, and a letter of
application and resume.

Assess & Reflect - 10%


In order to achieve success and show evidence of learning, students will set goals for
achievement and reflect on their own work as well as their peers.

Final Exam – 20%


A comprehensive final exam will be given when the student has completed the course work. The
exam will be a reflection of the material and learning outcomes that have been assessed
throughout the semester.

Note: All outcomes will be assessed by using formative (during development/practice for student
feedback) and summative (a final assessment to determine mastery) assessments.
On the final page of this syllabus, you may view a sample rubric adapted from the ELA B10 curriculum for
assessment.

Criteria

Paragraph Writing Rubric
Superior Good Acceptable
5

Topic sentence is clear and
correctly places
Mechanics are correct:
punctuation, capitalization,
spelling
Appropriate vocabulary and word
choices are used
All sentences are complete, no
sentence fragments and are
proper, clear and relate back to
the topic. There are no run –on
sentences
Correct use of words (ie.
Subject/verb agreement, correct
use of pronouns, etc.)
The paragraph is focused and
presents a single unified idea
The paragraph achieves its
intended purpose: to describe,
narrate, persuade or explain
The paragraph is interesting and
appealing
The paragraph contains a good
closing sentence
Comment/Grade:

4

3

Revise

Redo

2

1

